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The Total Foreign Intra-Trade Indicators of Great Arab Free Trade
Area and its Efficiency in Light of the Current Regional Variables
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SUMMARY
Arab states have established many of the agreements aimed at the development of the total

foreign intra- trade Arab. The last of which was the Convention on the Greater Arab Free
Trade Area in 1998, which entered the implementation to come into effect in 2005, with a view
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to opening the Arab markets, eliminating tariff and non-tariff barriers obstacles, facilitate
transit and transportation of goods, which is reflected in the development of intra-Arab trade
and growth. However, in spite of the Arab efforts to free trade and development, the fact
refers to humility relative importance total foreign intra- trade to total foreign trade in the
region. As it did not exceed that percentage to 10.7% in year 2013 and about 11.4% during
the period (2005-2013). The most research results as following: the average value of the total
foreign intra- trade Arab mounted about 121.77 billion dollars. In addition, has increased at
an average annual rate of about 13.7%. While the average value of the total intra- exports by
about 62.23 billion dollars. And has increased at a rate an annual rate of about 13.6%, while
the average value of total intra-imports about 59.54 billion dollars, has increased at an
average annual rate of about 13.9%, and the average relative importance total intra- foreign
trade for total foreign trade in the region by about 11.41%, and reached about 10.7% in 2013.
Moreover, found that the State of Jordan was more Member States in focus foreign trade with
countries of the region, estimated at 37%, followed by State of Yemen in the second position
to the value of about 25.9 percent, and an estimated average economic vulnerability index in
the region by about 8%. As the indicator of the degree of economic stability in the total
foreign intra-trade about 8.26%, and the average per capita of this trade at about 114.1
dollars, representing about 3.96% of the total per capita of total foreign trade of the region.
Qatar, Egypt were not affected by relative importance intra-trade in total overall regional
developments in the region. Affecting positively the implementation of the Convention on the
Greater Arab Free Trade Area, and negatively affected by political developments in the
region, the total foreign intra-trade improvement, with the rest of the Arab member countries
in the region. While were three countries Syria, Yemen, and Jordan affected by relative
importance total foreign intra-trade in foreign trade in each of the overall regional
developments in the region. As well, as affecting negatively affected the implementation of the
Convention on the Greater Arab Free Trade Area, political developments in the region, and
thus affected by total intra- foreign trade for each of them with the rest of the Arab countries
adversely affected overall developments Regional. In the light of the research results, can
recommended as the following: (1) Coordination between member States in the area of
production, and economic policies in order to do so. Specialization in the production of

certain products in a state or several Arab countries in accordance with comparative
advantage in production and to the division of labor between the Arab countries and reduce
competition in the Arab markets. (2) To facilitate the movement of trade between Arab
countries to overcome the problem of focusing on bilateral trade in some States. In particular,
the means of land and sea transport, communications and special means of transportation
between the East and the West, which makes trade between them, is low and declining. (3)
Work on the development of rules of origin, the proportion of the joint Arab about 50% in
the case of the participation of two Arab in production. To increase the ratio to 75% if the
number of partners in production to three Arab countries or more, including help for the
liberation of Arab trade in light of the diversity of mutual need.



